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CHAPTER  XXVII.
THE SUMMONS  TO   THE  FLEET. OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1853.
THE question of bringing up the squadrons had long been a 1853 subject of anxious thought to Lord Stratford. He knew all the risks attending the appearance of the Allied fleets in the /T/r* 66 Bosphorus : so long as war was not declared, he was aware that the passage of the Dardanelles would be regarded as a violation of the Treaty of 1841, by which foreign ships of war are excluded from the Straits in time of peace, and he was therefore careful not to bring on the crisis by a precipitate appeal to the Admiral. It will be remembered that he left England for the East armed with no further powers than to request the Admiral at Malta to hold himself in readiness for sea. This power was augmented on 2 June when the Western Governments took the first united step towards war by order- E.P. I. ing the fleets to Besika Bay, where they were to await the 2 Tune ambassadors' further instructions. It might be urged that the movement formed part of their ordinary cruising, but all Europe knew that they had gone to succour the Porte, and that their advance was a direct reply to the Ultimatum and departure of Prince Menshikov. Still, so long as the fleets remained outside the Castles of the Dardanelles Russia had no treaty-right to protest ; and Lord Stratford, whilst rejoicing in what he hoped was a sign of a manly policy, resolved that outside they should remain so long as he could keep them there.
There were two squadrons, however, and  two ambassadors ; and the proceedings of the French at this time were more
VOL. II.                                                                  x